
 
 
 
 
 

ELEMENTS OF DEADLY 
FORCE 

ELEMENTS OF NON-
DEADLY FORCE 

 
Ability or Apparent Ability 

 
Does the violator possess the ability 
or the apparent ability to kill you or a 
third party, or to cause you or a third 
party great bodily harm? 
 

 
Ability or Apparent Ability 

 
Does the violator possess the ability 
or the apparent ability to resist you 
or a third party, or to cause you or a 
third party bodily harm? 

 
 

Opportunity 
 

Does the violator have the 
opportunity to kill you or a third 
party, or to cause you or a third party 
great bodily harm? 
 

 
Opportunity 

 
Does the violator have the 
opportunity to resist you or a third 
party, or to cause you or a third party  
bodily harm? 
 

 
Imminent Jeopardy 

 
Has the violator placed you or a third 
party in imminent danger? 
 

 
 Jeopardy 
 
Has the violator placed you or a third 
party in danger?  Jeopardy can be 
defined as a hazard, danger, or peril. 
 

 
Preclusion 

 
Have you reasonably exhausted all of 
your avenues of retreat at that time 
and place? 
 

• “Retreat” may include the force 
continuum/de-escalation/or 
tactical retreat. 

 
Preclusion 

 
Have you reasonably exhausted all of 
your avenues of retreat at that time 
and place? 
 

• “Retreat” may include the 
force continuum/de-
escalation/or tactical retreat. 

 
 


